
MINUTES of MEETING of ARGYLL ISLANDS STRATEGIC GROUP held in the COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS, KILMORY, LOCHGILPHEAD 

on TUESDAY, 21 JANUARY 2020 

Present: Councillor Robin Currie (Chair)

Councillor Mary-Jean Devon, by 
Skype
Councillor Anne Horn
Councillor Aileen Morton
Councillor Elaine Robertson

Councillor Len Scoullar
Councillor Jim Lynch
Councillor Alastair Redman

Attending: Kirsty Flanagan, Acting Executive Director 
Fergus Murray, Head of Development and Economic Growth
Shona Barton, Committee Manager
Audrey Martin, Projects and Regeneration Manager
Stuart Green, Corporate Support Manager
Iain MacAllister,  Island Liaison Director 

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

Apologies for absence were intimated on behalf of Councillors Sir Jamie McGrigor and 
Jean Moffat.  

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest intimated.  

3. MINUTE OF PREVIOUS MEETING OF THE ARGYLL ISLANDS STRATEGIC 
GROUP HELD ON THURSDAY, 29 AUGUST 2019 
The Minute of the previous meeting of the Argyll Islands Strategic Group, held on 
Thursday, 29 August 2019, was approved as a true record.  

4. SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT ISLAND LIAISON DIRECTORS UPDATE 
The group gave consideration to an update from the Scottish Government Island Liaison 
Team outlining recent activity and their plans for the future of the roles, particularly with 
the establishment of a dedicated Islands’ Policy Team within the Scottish Government.  

Having noted that Dannie Onn would be retiring from his role with the Scottish 
Government in February 2020, the Chair, on behalf of the group, wished him a long and 
happy retirement.  

Decision:

The Argyll Islands Strategic Group agreed to note the information provided.   

(Ref:  Update by Scottish Government Island Liaison Directors, dated 21 January 2020, 
submitted.)   



5. NATIONAL ISLANDS PLAN UPDATE 
The group gave consideration to an update which provided information on the first 
National Islands Plan recently launched as per the requirements of Part 2 of the Islands 
(Scotland) Act 2018 together with the key priorities for our island communities as 
determined through a consultation that was carried out between April and July 2019.  
Information on the development of an Implementation Route Map was also included.  

Discussion took place in respect of Island Community Impact Assessments and the 
possibility of funding to deliver some of the outcomes of the Plan.  

Decision:

The Argyll Islands Strategic Group agreed to note the information contained in the report.

(Ref:  Report by Executive Director with responsibility for Development and Economic 
Growth, dated 21 January 2020, submitted.)

6. VESSEL REPLACEMENT AND DEPLOYMENT PLAN 
Consideration was given to an update provided by Transport Scotland on the Vessel 
Replacement and Deployment Plan.  Information in relation to the Islay vessel project; 
council projects and the replacement for the Ferries Plan 2013-22 was also included.  

Decision:

The Argyll Islands Strategic Group agreed to note the contents of the update.  

(Ref:  Update by Transport Scotland, dated 21 January 2020, submitted.)  

Councillor Horn joined the meeting at 11:00am, during discussion of agenda item 6.  
.

7. RESPONSE FROM MINISTER TO QUERIES RAISED AT LAST MEETING 
Consideration was given to a letter from the Scottish Minister for Energy, Connectivity and 
Islands in response to queries raised at the previous meeting of the group.  

Decision:

The Argyll Islands Strategic Group agreed to note the content of the letter.  

(Ref:  Letter from Scottish Minister for Energy, Connectivity and Islands, dated 16 January 
2020, submitted.)  

8. UPDATE ON BOUNDARY COMMISSION REVIEW ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
ELECTORAL WARDS 
The group gave consideration to a report providing an update on the ongoing review of 
Local Government electoral wards currently being undertaken by the Local Government 
Boundary Commission for Scotland, in light of the requirements of the Islands (Scotland) 
Act 2018.  

Decision:



The Argyll Islands Strategic Group agreed to note the update on the review of electoral 
wards by the Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland.  

(Ref:  Report by Executive Director with responsibility for Legal and Regulatory Support, 
dated 21 January 2020, submitted.)   

9. FUTURE GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS 
The group gave consideration to a report providing information on the future governance 
arrangements for the Argyll Islands Strategic Group following the decision of the Council 
in September 2019.

Decision:

The Argyll Islands Strategic Group:

1. noted the decision by Council in September 2019 and the creation of the Argyll Islands 
Sounding Board; and

2. agreed the dates for meetings of the Sounding Board for 2020, as outlined at 
paragraph 3.4 of the report. 

(Ref:  Report by Executive Director with responsibility for Legal and Regulatory Support, 
dated 21 January 2020, submitted.)  


